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Top tips for maximising your visibility as an Inspiring the Future volunteer

When teachers log on to Inspiring the Future they see the volunteer’s name, job title, organisation
name and sector. They can click on a specific volunteer to see their profile. This is the information
you have entered when completing your profile (their job, qualifications and specialisms). Teachers
only see the text you have entered and this is, therefore, solely what they use to guide their
selection (below shows a sample of what this looks like).

Katy Test

Organisation Industry Sector
Education and Employers Taskforce Edu, NFP
Employment Status Job Title
Full Time Director
Description of jobs
I'm the Director for a small UK charity that helps volunteers from the world of
work connect to schools. | manage teams of staff and am responsible for
developing and delivering on the strategy of the charity. | am also the lead for our
online technology.
Subjects used Languages spoken
Computing/IT, English Language, Maths
Vocational route Can talk about Apprenticeships
Involved in apprenticeship policy
Started / ran own business
No
Can talk about specialist topics Other specialist topics
Working with a disability N/A
Other relevant information
| started my career in accountancy which provided an excellent professional
qualification before moving into the charity sector. | have worked with a disability
and am able to talk to students about this.
Linkedin Profile

Close to continue - click the button below the map to invite volunteers

A well written and informative profile

e Short and simple profiles are great, but teachers may not know much about the skills and
opportunities in your sector. When they read your profile, it is best to give interesting
information about you but also some information about the variety of career opportunities
in your sector.

o Briefly state your education route, such as university, apprenticeship etc, because young
people and teachers want to learn more about the options available. It’s useful for them to
know that many jobs have diverse entry routes.

e Try to avoid jargon, technical terms and acronyms. Keep the language simple and clear.

Promote your specialist knowledge and offer a range of activities

e Inspiring the Future has a tab where you can list any additional specialist knowledge that you
might have such as languages, knowledge of enterprise or Apprenticeships.
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e Schools need assistance to run various activities for students. You can help with mock
interviews and CV workshops by clicking on the ‘My Activities’ tab on your profile. You can
also explore other activities such as becoming a school governor and in house activities
such as work experience of job shadowing. This makes you more visible when teachers
search based on these activities.

Be proactive and search for upcoming opportunities

e Did you know that you can also express interested in upcoming opportunities? To do this all
you need to do is click “manage opportunities” and then “search opportunities”. You
can also then express interest and find out more about what the opportunity entails.

e You also enter two postcodes when signing up to increase your chances of receiving
invitations from schools. Many people enter their home and work postcodes. You can also
search for opportunities outside of the postcodes too.

o Teachers may look for volunteers to help with curriculum based activities, so referring to
subject areas may be of interest to you.
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/ ” Date Range:From 12/20/2017 To 12/20/2017
PRI pescription: We're looking for volunteers
1 who use maths in their job to come in and
talk at our Assembly for Year 9s. We'd like a
range of volunteers from all backgrounds.
The talk will be from 09:00 - 09:30am and we
can support presentations if you'd like to

bring one. N
Add to shortlist

The map should initially show an
area around one of the postcodes
you provided. If this doesn't
happen please go to "Update
Profile" and ensure your
postcode has been updated. You
can search for opportunities
elsewhere in the country by
moving the map, clicking on a
location and pressing 'search’.
You can filter your search by
activity type (governor vacancy,
career insights, mock interviews)
or leave blank to search all.

Be flexible and encourage your colleagues to get involved

e Volunteering with Inspiring the Future can be flexible and innovative. Some companies
use Inspiring the Future school visits as a team building exercise. If you receive an
invitation, maybe colleagues doing different jobs could join the session to ‘complete the
picture’.

e After taking a colleague with you, encourage them to sign up on Inspiring the Future. We
need 100,000 volunteers in all sectors in all areas of the UK.
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